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Ordering familiar events
Talking about days of the week and calendars

Children often enjoy keeping track of events with visual timetables and calendars.

Adults could take photos of regular events during the day with the children
to make a timetable with removable pictures.

The Activity
When the children are familiar with the timetable, take all the pictures off and ask the children to
help you put them back in order. Then muddle them up and ask them to help you sort them out.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

All the pictures have come off. Can we put on all the activities in order? What do we do first? Which
activity do we do first/next/after... /before...? What day comes after today? Will it be
yesterday/tomorrow? What day comes after/before Tuesday? How many sleeps is it until the
weekend/our outing?




The Mathematical Journey

Counting and Cardinality
Counting for a purpose.
Cardinal principle - the last number you say tells you how many.

Number Symbols
Recognising numerals e.g. numbers on a clock, birthday date on the calendar.

Measures - time
The vocabulary of ‘before, ‘after, ‘next’ times of the day e.g. afternoon, lunchtime, 3 o’clock. Duration of
time in days or ‘sleeps’.
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